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when by 8 p.m. nothing had arrived, Igliori decided to
organize the departure for Rome the next morning. The
rain and the lack of food were getting on the nerves of the
legionaries and their leaders, and forcing them to close in
on the capital. Igliori sent a letter to Bottai in Tivoli to
explain that c in view of the impossibility of remaining in
Monterotondo ', he was leaving for Rome, and to ask him
to do the same.
That evening at about 10.30 Bottai, who was iii command
of the Tivoli concentration, sent the following reply to
Igliori's invitation :
61 must point out to you that your decision may seriously
affect the outcome of the political conversations now in
progress, which are leading up to a complete victory for
us. Our deputies, Grandi and Ciano, were here to-day,
and they emphazised this danger and the necessity of
obeying orders. Mussolini will be in Rome this evening,1
and he it is who must tell us the exact moment to enter.
I am in touch with Rome all the time.3
After saying that he too intended to go as near Rome as
the Ponte Mammolo, Bottai continued, * I advise you to do
the same ; in this way we can get nearer Rome, while
awaiting the orders that will certainly be given us by
Mussolini as head of the government.' Thus on the evening
of the sgth, the Perrone column had no intention of marching,
the Igliori column only wanted to leave because it was so
horribly uncomfortable at Monterotondo, and the Bottai
column was waiting for Mussolini to open the gates of Rome
in his capacity of head of the government.
On Monday the 3oth Mussolini went by train to Civita-
vecchia on his way to Rome. At the Santa Marinella junction
he wanted to talk with the leaders of the fascist columns.
Neither Perrone nor General Ceccherini, who had arrived
during the night, were there. However, he met Renato
Ricci, leader of the blackshirts from Carrara, and asked him
for news of the men who were bivouacking in Santa Marin-
1 Mussolini had, in fact, decided to leave Milan on the a8th early in the
afternoon ; but he then postponed his departure (p. 462).